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Comparative Religion Nov 03 2019 This book is now firmly established as the standard treatment of its subject. The history of comparative religion is traced in detail from its
beginnings in the nineteenth century, in the work of scholars such as Max Muller and anthropologists - such as Tylor, Lang, Robertson-Smith and Frazer - through the American
psychologists of religion - such as Starbuck, Leuba, William James - to the period after the First World War, when the evolutionary approach was seriously called into question. It
also examines the relevance of religion to Freud and Jung; the 'phenomenology of religion'; the tensions between comparative religion and theology; and the work of such
outstanding personalities as Nathan Söderblom and Rudolf Otto. The last two chapters review the main issues raised since the Second World War.
Evolutionary Processes in the Natural History of Religion Jan 18 2021 The study of religion by the humanities and social sciences has become receptive for an evolutionary
perspective. Some proposals model the evolution of religion in Darwinian terms, or construct a synergy between biological and non-Darwinian processes. The results, however,
have not yet become truly interdisciplinary. The biological theory of evolution in form of the Extended Evolutionary Synthesis (EES) is only sparsely represented in theories
published so far by scholars of religion. Therefore this book reverses the line of view and asks how their results assort with evolutionary biology: How can the subject area
“religion” integrated into behavioral biology? How is theory building affected by the asymmetry between the scarce empirical knowledge of prehistoric religion, and the body of
knowledge about extant and historic religions? How does hominin evolution in general relate to the evolution of religion? Are there evolutionary pre-adaptations? Subsequent
versions of evolutionary biology from the original Darwinism to EES are used in interdisciplinary constructs. Can they be integrated into a comprehensive theory? The biological
concept most often used is co-evolution, in form of a gene-culture co-evolution. However, the term denotes a process different from biological co-evolution. Important EES
concepts do not appear in present models of religious evolution: e.g. neutral evolution, evolutionary drift, evolutionary constraints etc. How to include them into an
interdisciplinary approach? Does the cognitive science of religion (CSR) harmonize with behavioral biology and the brain sciences? Religion as part of human culture is supported
by a complex, multi-level behavioral system. How can it be modeled scientifically? The book addresses graduate students and researchers concerned about the scientific study of
religion, and biologist interested in interdisciplinary theory building in the field.
A History of the World's Religions Nov 15 2020 A History of the World's Religions bridges the interval between the founding of religions and their present state, and gives
students an accurate look at the religions of the world by including descriptive and interpretive details from the original source materials. Refined by over forty years of dialogue
and correspondence with religious experts and practitioners around the world, A History of the World's Religions is widely regarded as the hallmark of scholarship, fairness, and
accuracy in its field. It is also the most thorough yet manageable history of world religion available in a single volume, treating many subjects largely neglected in other texts.
The Cambridge History of Religions in America Feb 05 2020
The Role of Religion in History Jan 30 2022 This comprehensive survey of religion and its profound effects on history provides a historical context for in-depth analysis of
theological, social, and political themes in which religion plays a major role. George Walsh first traces the rise and impact of primitive religions. He looks at Indian traditions,
including Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism and analyzes the Semitic tradition of Judaism and Christianity and the evolving conception of a personal God. He discusses the
history and chief doctrines of Islam as well, with its fundamental respect for desert tribal values and its emphasis on both the authority of God and the brotherhood of believers.
Walsh then compares Judaism and Christianity. He sees Judaism as marked by a profound ambivalence between the values of tribal, nomadic desert life and the values of urban
civilization, individualism, and collectivism. Judaism is "this-worldly," but the Christian worldview is "other-wordly." Walsh closes with a timely discussion of the ethical, political,
and economic teachings of the Judeo-Christian tradition, focusing specifically on their differing attitudes toward sex, reproduction, and marriage; their basic views of mind and
body; and man's relation to God.
The Cambridge History of Religions in the Ancient World: Volume 1, From the Bronze Age to the Hellenistic Age Jan 06 2020 The Cambridge History of Religion in the Classical
World provides a comprehensive and in-depth analysis of the religions of the ancient Near East and Mediterranean world. The fourteen essays in Volume I begin in the third
millennium BCE with the Sumerians and extend to the fourth century BCE through the fall of the Achaemenid Persian Empire and the demise of Alexander the Great. Its
contributors, all acknowledged experts in their fields, analyze a wide spectrum of textual and material evidence. An introductory essay by the General Editor sets out the central
questions, themes, and historical trends considered in Volumes I and II. Marvin A. Sweeney provides an introduction to the chapters of Volume I. The regional and historical
orientations of the essays will enable readers to see how a religious tradition or movement assumed a distinctive local identity, even as they view its development within a
comparative framework. Supplemented with maps, illustrations, and detailed indexes, the volume is an excellent reference tool for scholars of the ancient Near East and
Mediterranean world.
The Trouble with Textbooks Jul 24 2021 The Trouble with Textbooks sounds the alarm about how textbooks disparage some groups and teach historical distortions. Our schools
are supposed to instill young people with American values and provide students with the knowledge necessary for good citizenship. Instead, textbooks are filled with mistakes and
misrepresentations. Book jacket.
The History of Religion in England Jun 30 2019
Studying Religion Aug 13 2020 Widely used as a primer, a text and a provocation to critical thinking, 'Studying Religion' aims to develop students' skills. The book clearly
explains the methods and theories employed in the study of religion. Essays are offered on a range of topics: from the history and functions of religion to public discourse on
religion and the classification of religions. The works of key scholars - from Karl Marx, Ludwig Wittgenstein and Rudolf Otto to Mircea Eliade, James G. Frazer, and Sigmund
Freud - are analysed and explored. 'Studying Religion' represents a shift away from the traditional focus of describing the exotic or curious religious 'Other' to an examination of
how religious behaviours and institutions are studied. The book will be invaluable to students of religious studies.
The Origins of Religion Nov 27 2021 This book, first published in 1935, collects together material on the origins of religion from two very different sources. South America, where
the author spent six years studying the religious beliefs and customs of several Indian tribes representing different stages of culture; and the Finno-Ugrian area, where Finnish
and Russian ethnologists had brought to light a new body of facts which formed an important addition to our knowledge of religious life at an early stage of cultural development.
This book is a key work in the study of comparative religion, and is an essential reference source on the origins of religion.
History and Religion Aug 05 2022 History is one of the most important cultural tools to make sense of one’s situation, to establish identity, define otherness, and explain change.
This is the first systematic scholarly study that analyses the complex relationship between history and religion, taking into account religious groups both as producers of
historical narratives as well as distinct topics of historiography. Coming from different disciplines, the authors of this volume ask under which conditions and with what
consequences religions are historicised. How do religious groups employ historical narratives in the construction of their identities? What are the biases and elisions of current
analytical and descriptive frames in the History of Religion? The volume aims at initiating a comparative historiography of religion and combines disciplinary competences of
Religious Studies and the History of Religion, Confessional Theologies, History, History of Science, and Literary Studies. By applying literary comparison and historical
contextualization to those texts that have been used as central documents for histories of individual religions, their historiographic themes, tools and strategies are analysed. The
comparative approach addresses circum-Mediterranean and European as well as Asian religious traditions from the first millennium BCE to the present and deals with topics such
as the origins of religious historiography, the practices of writing and the transformation of narratives.
The Cambridge History of Religions in the Ancient World Jun 10 2020 This set of two volumes provides a comprehensive examination of the history of the religions of the ancient
Near East and Mediterranean world.
God Mar 20 2021 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The bestselling author of Zealot and host of Believer explores humanity’s quest to make sense of the divine in this concise
and fascinating history of our understanding of God. In Zealot, Reza Aslan replaced the staid, well-worn portrayal of Jesus of Nazareth with a startling new image of the man in all
his contradictions. In his new book, Aslan takes on a subject even more immense: God, writ large. In layered prose and with thoughtful, accessible scholarship, Aslan narrates the
history of religion as a remarkably cohesive attempt to understand the divine by giving it human traits and emotions. According to Aslan, this innate desire to humanize God is
hardwired in our brains, making it a central feature of nearly every religious tradition. As Aslan writes, “Whether we are aware of it or not, and regardless of whether we’re
believers or not, what the vast majority of us think about when we think about God is a divine version of ourselves.” But this projection is not without consequences. We bestow
upon God not just all that is good in human nature—our compassion, our thirst for justice—but all that is bad in it: our greed, our bigotry, our penchant for violence. All these
qualities inform our religions, cultures, and governments. More than just a history of our understanding of God, this book is an attempt to get to the root of this humanizing
impulse in order to develop a more universal spirituality. Whether you believe in one God, many gods, or no god at all, God: A Human History will challenge the way you think
about the divine and its role in our everyday lives. Praise for God “Timely, riveting, enlightening and necessary.”—HuffPost “Tantalizing . . . Driven by [Reza] Aslan’s grace and
curiosity, God . . . helps us pan out from our troubled times, while asking us to consider a more expansive view of the divine in contemporary life.”—The Seattle Times “A
fascinating exploration of the interaction of our humanity and God.”—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette “[Aslan’s] slim, yet ambitious book [is] the story of how humans have created God
with a capital G, and it’s thoroughly mind-blowing.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “Aslan is a born storyteller, and there is much to enjoy in this intelligent survey.”—San
Francisco Chronicle
History and Religion Jul 12 2020
Progress and Religion Aug 25 2021 Progress and Religion was perhaps the most influential of all Christopher Dawson's books, establishing him as an interpreter of history and a
historian of ideas.
History of the Conflict Between Religion and Science Aug 01 2019
Wales Oct 03 2019 History of Religion, Pre-Christian Wales Although initially banned, Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire. The empire's collapse in
Britain created a 'Welsh' people whose identity has traditionally been based on Christianity and a common language. Christianity arrived in Wales at the height of Roman power
and was banned initially by the authorities who were suspicious of its secrecy and exclusivity. At first it was an urban religion, and the first Christian martyrs in Wales were killed
early in the fourth century at the legionnaires' town of Caerleon. However it soon became tolerated. The earliest Christian object found in Wales is a vessel with the ancient
Christian symbol the Chi-Rho, dated 375 AD and found in the nearby Roman town of Caerwent. By the end of the 4th century Christianity became the sole official religion of the
Roman Empire.
Time, Religion and History May 22 2021 What is time? How does our sense of time lead us to approach the world? How did the peoples of the past view time? This book answers
these questions through an investigation of the cultures of time in Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism and the Australian Dreamtime. It argues that our contemporary world is
blind as to the significance and complexity of time, preferring to believe that time is ‘natural’ and unchanging. This is of critical importance to historians since the base matter of
their study is time, yet there is almost no theoretical literature on time in history. This book offers the first detailed historiographical study of the centrality of time to human
cultures. It sets out the complex ways in which ideas of time developed in the major world religions, and the manner in which such conceptions led people both to live in ways very
different to our contemporary world and to make very different kinds of ‘histories’. It goes on to argue that modern scientific descriptions of time, such as Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity, lie much closer to the complex understandings of time in religions such as Christianity than they do to our ‘common-sense’ notions of time which are centred on
progress through a past, present and future.
A History of God Jun 22 2021 A study of the deity of the world's three dominant monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. In a dynamic interplay between religion
and society's ever-changing beliefs, values, and traditions, human beings' ideas about God have been transformed. Ideas about God have been molded to apply to the spiritual
needs of the people who worship him in a particular place and time. The author explores and analyzes the development and progression of the various perceptions of God from the
days of Abraham to present times--Adapted from book jacket.

Essays on the History of Religions Apr 20 2021
A Dissertation on the Passions Sep 01 2019 Tom Beauchamp presents the definitive scholarly edition of two famous works by David Hume, both originally published in 1757. In A
Dissertation on the Passions Hume sets out his original view of the nature and central role of passion and emotion. The Natural History of Religion is a landmark work in the
study of religion as a natural phenomenon. Authoritative critical texts are accompanied by a full array of editorial matter.
Divine Secrets and Human Imaginations Oct 15 2020 The articles in this volume of collected essays, written over the last two decades and all revised, updated, and supplemented
with unpublished material, are grouped around two themes: Divine Secrets and Human Imaginations. The first essays deal with the production, initiation, use and function, the
abduction, repatriation, and the replacement of divine images, their outer appearance, and the many facets of the divine presence theology in Ancient Mesopotamia. The essays on
the second topic deal with human imaginations, human constructs, and constructed memories, which assign meaning to the past or to things or experiences that are beyond
human control. Thematically, several aspects of the human condition are examined, such as the ideas associated in the Old Testament and the Ancient Near East with death,
corporeality, enemies, disasters, utopias, and passionate love.
Time in Roman Religion May 10 2020 Religion is a major subfield of ancient history and classical studies, and Roman religion in particular is usually studied today by experts in
two rather distinct halves: the religion of the Roman Republic, covering the fifth through first centuries B.C.; and the religious diversity of the Roman Empire, spanning the first
four centuries of our era. In Time in Roman Religion, author Gary Forsythe examines both the religious history of the Republic and the religious history of the Empire. These six
studies are unified by the important role played by various concepts of time in Roman religious thought and practice. Previous modern studies of early Roman religion in
Republican times have discussed how the placement of religious ceremonies in the calendar was determined by their relevance to agricultural or military patterns of early Roman
life, but modern scholars have failed to recognize that many aspects of Roman religious thought and behavior in later times were also preconditioned or even substantially
influenced by concepts of time basic to earlier Roman religious history. This book is not a comprehensive survey of all major aspects of Roman religious history spanning one
thousand years. Rather, it is a collection of six studies that are bound together by a single analytical theme: namely, time. Yet, in the process of delving into these six different
topics the study surveys a large portion of Roman religious history in a representative fashion, from earliest times to the end of the ancient world and the triumph of Christianity.
History of Religious Ideas, Volume 3 Jul 04 2022 This volume completes the immensely learned three-volume A History of Religious Ideas. Eliade examines the movement of
Jewish thought out of ancient Eurasia, the Christian transformation of the Mediterranean area and Europe, and the rise and diffusion of Islam from approximately the sixth
through the seventeenth centuries. Eliade's vast knowledge of past and present scholarship provides a synthesis that is unparalleled. In addition to reviewing recent
interpretations of the individual traditions, he explores the interactions of the three religions and shows their continuing mutual influence to be subtle but unmistakable. As in
his previous work, Eliade pays particular attention to heresies, folk beliefs, and cults of secret wisdom, such as alchemy and sorcery, and continues the discussion, begun in
earlier volumes, of pre-Christian shamanistic practices in northern Europe and the syncretistic tradition of Tibetan Buddhism. These subcultures, he maintains, are as important
as the better-known orthodoxies to a full understanding of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
History of Religion in England from the Opening of the Long Parliament to 1850 Feb 16 2021
Religion and Society in Twentieth-century Britain Dec 17 2020 Providing a comprehensive account of religion in British society and culture between 1900 and 2000, this book
traces how Christian Puritanism and respectability framed the people amidst world wars, economic depressions, and social protest.
The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe Mar 08 2020 "The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe" surveys the major religious currents of Europe before Christianity the first continental religion with hegemonic ambition - wiped out most local religions. The evidence - whether archaeological or written - is notoriously difficult to interpret, and
the variety of religions documented by the sources and the range of languages used are bewildering. The "Handbook" brings together leading authorities on pre-Christian
religious history to provide a state-of-the-art survey. The first section of the book covers the Prehistoric period, from the Paleolithic to the Bronze Age. The second section covers
the period since writing systems began. Ranging across the Mediterranean and Northern, Celtic and Slavic Europe, the essays assess the archaeological and textual evidence.
Dispersed archaeological remains and biased outside sources constitute our main sources of information, so the complex task of interpreting these traces is explained for each
case. The "Handbook" also aims to highlight the plurality of religion in ancient Europe: the many ways in which it is expressed, notably in discourse, action, organization, and
material culture; how it is produced and maintained by different people with different interests; how communities always connect with or disassociate from adjunct communities
and how their beliefs and rituals are shaped by these relationships. The "Handbook" will be invaluable to anyone interested in ancient History and also to scholars and students of
Religion, Anthropology, Archaeology, and Classical Studies.
History of Religion Feb 28 2022
Medicine and Religion Dec 29 2021 "—JAMA"An important book, for students of Christian theology who understand health and healing to be topics of theological interest, and for
health care practitioners who seek a historical perspective on the development of the ethos of their vocation."—Journal of Religion and Health
Before Religion May 02 2022 Examining a wide array of ancient writings, Brent Nongbri dispels the commonly held idea that there is such a thing as ancient religion. Nongbri
shows how misleading it is to speak as though religion was a concept native to pre-modern cultures.
A History of Religion East and West Oct 27 2021 The religious traditions of Asia and Europe, the 'East' and 'West' of the title, are sometimes regarded as being in sharp contrast
with each other, the one 'mystical', the other 'prophetic'. Whenever their religions are not so contrasted they are usually treated in isolation from each other: the religion of Israel,
Zoroastrianism, Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism. Dr Ling, however, stresses that there is considerable overlap and interpenetration between the two types
and areas, and that it is important to see the historical inter-relation between these religions and to observe how, during given periods of history, there are parallel developments
or significant divergences. He covers the period 1500 B.C. to the present time, providing an outline of the development of Asian and European religious traditions and
institutions, and discussing the social and economic factors involved in the development of religous traditions, although he shows that such factors alone do not account for the
religious life of man. Dr Ling goes on to interpret the contemporary significance of these religions and their potential for the future life of humanity. He suggests that the present
stage of religious advance is characterised by open-endedness towards the future; not all religions exhibit this character, but none has yet exhausted the possibilities of
development. This book is intended for use an an introduction to the study of religion. Although reference is made in the text to sources of further information, the book can be
used without reference to them.
A Little History of Religion Nov 08 2022 For curious readers young and old, a rich and colorful history of religion from humanity’s earliest days to our own contentious times In
an era of hardening religious attitudes and explosive religious violence, this book offers a welcome antidote. Richard Holloway retells the entire history of religion—from the dawn
of religious belief to the twenty-first century—with deepest respect and a keen commitment to accuracy. Writing for those with faith and those without, and especially for young
readers, he encourages curiosity and tolerance, accentuates nuance and mystery, and calmly restores a sense of the value of faith. Ranging far beyond the major world religions of
Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism, Holloway also examines where religious belief comes from, the search for meaning throughout history, today’s fascinations
with Scientology and creationism, religiously motivated violence, hostilities between religious people and secularists, and more. Holloway proves an empathic yet discerning guide
to the enduring significance of faith and its power from ancient times to our own.
Writing History, Constructing Religion Apr 01 2022 Writing History, Constructing Religion presents a much-needed interdisciplinary exploration of the significance of debates
among historians, scholars of religion and cultural theorists over the 'nature' of history to the study of religion. The distinguished authors discuss issues related to definitions of
history, postmodernism, critical theory, and the impact on the study and analysis of religious traditions; exploring the application of writing 'history from below', discussions of
'truth' and 'objectivity' as opposed to power and ideology, crises of representation, and the place of theory in the 'historicized' study of religion(s). Addressing conceptual debates
in a wide range of historical and empirical contexts, the authors critically engage with issues including religious nationalism, Nazism, Islam and the West, secularism, religion in
post-Communist Russia, ethnicity and post modernity. This book constitutes a significant step towards the self-reflexive and interdisciplinary study of religions in history.
Religion and its History Sep 06 2022 Religion and its History offers a reflection of our operative concept of religion and religions, developing a set of approaches that bridge the
widely assumed gulf between analysing present religion and doing history of religion. Religious Studies have adapted a wide range of methodologies from sociological tool kits to
insights and concepts from disciplines of social and cultural studies. Their massive historical claims, which typically idealize and reify communities and traditions, and build
normative claims thereupon, lack a critical engagement on the part of the researchers. This book radically rethinks and critically engages with these biases. It does so by offering
neither an abridged global history of religion nor a small handbook of methodology. Instead, this book presents concepts and methods that allow the analysis of contemporary and
past religious practices, ideas, and institutions within a shared framework.
History, Religion, and Culture Dec 05 2019 Modern British intellectual history has been a particularly flourishing field of enquiry in recent years, and these two tightly integrated
volumes contain major new essays by almost all of its leading proponents. The contributors examine the history of British ideas over the past two centuries from a number of
perspectives that together constitute a major new overview of the subject. History, Religion, and Culture begins with eighteenth-century historiography, especially Gibbon's
Decline and Fall. It takes up different aspects of the place of religion in nineteenth-century cultural and political life, such as attitudes towards the native religions of India, the
Victorian perception of Oliver Cromwell, and the religious sensibility of John Ruskin. Finally, in discussions which range up to the middle of the twentieth century, the volume
explores relations between scientific ideas about change or development and assumptions about the nature and growth of the national community.
Religion in World History Oct 07 2022 In Religion and World History, distinguished authors John C. Super and Briane K. Turley examine the value of religion for interpreting the
human experience in the past and present. They explore the elements of religion which best connect it to the cultural and political dynamics that have influenced history. Working
within this framework, Super and Turley present three unifying themes: * the relationship between formal and informal religious beliefs, how these change through time, and how
they are reflected in different cultures * the relationship between church and state, from theocracies to the repression of religion * the ongoing search for spiritual certainty, and
the consequent splintering of core religious beliefs and the development of new ones. One of the few recent books to examine religion’s role in geo-political affairs, its unique
approach enables the reader to grasp the many and complex ways in which religion acts upon and reacts to broader global processes.
A Cultural History of Religion in America Sep 25 2021
Time, History and the Religious Imaginary in South Asia Sep 13 2020 Religious imaginary is a way of conceiving and structuring the world within the conceptual and imaginative
traditions of the religious. Using religious imaginary as a reference, this book analyses temporal ideologies and expressions of historicity in South Asia in the early modern, precolonial and early colonial period. Chapters explore the multiple understandings of time and the past that informed the historical imagination in various kinds of literary
representations, including historiographical and literary texts, hagiography, and religious canonical literature. The book addresses the contributing forces and comparative
implications of the formation of religious and communitarian sensibilities as expressed through the imagination of the past, and suggests how these relate to each other within
and across traditions in South Asia. By bringing diverse materials together, this book presents new commonalities and distinctions that inform a larger understanding of how
religion and other cultural formations impinge on the concept of temporality, and the representation of it as history.
A History of Religion in Britain Apr 08 2020 This book is the first one volume history of religious belief and practice in England, Wales and Scotland. It covers the period from
Roman times to the present and has been written by twenty-three scholars, all writing accessibly for a wide readership.
Pantheon Jun 03 2022 From one of the world's leading authorities on the subject, an innovative and comprehensive account of religion in the ancient Roman and Mediterranean
world In this ambitious and authoritative book, Jörg Rüpke provides a comprehensive and strikingly original narrative history of ancient Roman and Mediterranean religion over
more than a millennium—from the late Bronze Age through the Roman imperial period and up to late antiquity. While focused primarily on the city of Rome, Pantheon fully
integrates the many religious traditions found in the Mediterranean world, including Judaism and Christianity. This generously illustrated book is also distinguished by its unique
emphasis on lived religion, a perspective that stresses how individuals’ experiences and practices transform religion into something different from its official form. The result is a
radically new picture of Roman religion and of a crucial period in Western religion—one that influenced Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and even the modern idea of religion itself.
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